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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IE following Letter (a conſi- 
derable part of it at leaſt) was 
really written, with a view to prevent a 
ſerious youth from being made uneaſy 
by Dr. P—y's Addreſs to young 
ce Students” if it ſhould fall into his 
hands: and thinking it might be of uſe 
to other young men, I had prepared it 
for the preſs, before I ſaw the ingenious 
pamphlet, ſigned An Undergraduate” 
or, the © Letter to Dr. Prieſtley, by a 
« Country Parſon.” But, as an object 
placed in one point of view may catch 
the attention of thoſe, who might over- 
look it, in another light, I have ven- 
tured to join the cry; which ſuch an 

outrage on the public will certainly 
produce. 
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LETT E K ns 


| May 29. 1787. 
MY DEAR CHARLES, 


HOPE that by this time you are 
reconciled to a college life; and that 
you will proſecute your ſtudies with ſome 
regularity. Do not indulge yourſelf in 
that deſultory way of reading, which Dr. 
Johnſon is ſaid to have been fond of: 
though I am convinced, that, at the Uni- 
verſity, he muſt have gone through an 
uniform courſe of Study, and have made 
himſelf maſter of the ſciences uſually taught 
there; otherwiſe, he could-never have written 
in ſo clear and ſyſtematic a manner, as, on 
almoſt every ſubject, he has done. I hope 
you will allot a proper portion of your time, 
on Sundays at leaſt, to religious ſubjects ; 
A 73: _ eſpecially 
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eſpecially of the practical kind: but I would 
not wiſh you, at preſent, to meddle with 


any ſpeculative or controverſial points, which 
would only puzzle and perplex you; and 
divert your attention from what is your more 
immediate concern, the ſtudy of the ini- 
tiatory ſciences ; of logic and mathematics ; 
natural and moral philoſophy ; which are a 
neceſſary foundation for either of the three 
learned profeſſions. | = 

Yet if you liſten to Dr. Ps Addręſ- 
& fg young Studerits” (on which ſubje& I 
now write to you) you muſt lay afide all 


thoſe ſtudies, for which I am at the expence 
of giving you an Univerſity education, and 
enter into the wide field of controverſial 
divinity ; and not take one ſtep in your aca- 
demical courſe, or accept of any ſcholarſhip 


or fellowſhip, till you have formed a ſyſtem 
of religion for yourſelf; and have ** ſettled 
« your Creed; which, if you purſue the 
Doctor's method, will prove a tedious pro- 
ceſs, or, at leaſt, a work of time; as he tells 


his 


CF: | 
his friend Dr. Price, he has not yet ſettled 
his own Creed; though he muſt be pretty 


near his grand climacteric. . 
That you may not be too much alarmed, 


nor be impoſed upon by the deciſive and 
dogmatical air, with which, in theſe extra- 
ordinary Letters, Dr. P—y addrefles you, I 
would have you reflect, with what indecent 
preſumption, he takes it for granted, that 
thoſe truths, which have been believed and 
held as ſacred by the Chriſtian church for 
ſeventeen hundred years, have been em- 
braced, as the true ſenſe of Scripture, by 
individuals of the greateſt parts and learning, 
both in ancient and modern times: and, par- 
ticularly after a rigid and minute inveſtiga- 
tion, have been admitted, with ſome ſlight 
diſtinctions, even by Dr. Clarke, nay, by Dr. 
 P—y's friend, Dr. Price, and by other deep 
reafoners, not ſtrictly orthodox; and are zea- 
louſly maintained by other diſſenters from 
the eſtabliſhed church, of almoſt every de- 
nomination. After all theſe reſpectable atteſ- 
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tations, I ſay, that Dr. P—y alone ſhould 


have diſcovered theſe truths to have no foun- 
dation in Scripture ; and ſpeak of thoſe that 
maintain them with the utmoſt contempt, as 
bigots to authority ; and ſet up his own opi- 


nion, as the only ſtandard of truth, is ſurely 


a moſt extraordinary phenomenon in the 
preſent republic of letters. 


Dr. P-—y is indiſputably an excellent 


chymiſt and electrical philoſopher, writes 
plauſibly and ingeniouſly upon a great 
variety of ſubjects; is of unexceptionable 


morals, and I am told an amiable diſpoſition 


in private life. But the man who roundly 
aſſerts, that the popular opinion of a ſoul, as 
diſtin from the body, has no foundation in 
reaſon or Scripture ; who calls Moſes's hiſ- 
tory of the Creation ** @ lame account,” ſpeaks 


contemptuouſly of St. Paul; and makes even 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf as peccable and 
as liable to error, as other mortals: ſuch a 


man ought ſurely to be liſtened to with no 


common degree of caution ; and his opinions 


not 
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not implicitly received as the dictates of in- 
fallibility. _ 

The truth is, Dr. P—y will believe no- 
thing which he cannot perfectly compre- 
hend ; and diſclaims with diſdain, the pro- 
priety of the diſtinction, of things above and 
things contrary to reaſon. As therefore it is 
impoſſible for a finite underſtanding to com- 
prehend an infinite Being, he muſt of courſe 
(to act conſiſtently) give up the belief of a 
Deity, as well as of a Trinity. And indeed, 
though Dr. P—y profeſſes to believe in the 
moral attributes of God (and, I am con- 
vinced, is ſincere in that profeſſion) yet his 
doctrine of materialiſm certainly militates 
againſt every idea of an intelligent firſt cauſe : 
and therefore, as he goes beyond Socinus in 
his theological tenets, he ſeems to approach 
very nearly to Hobbes and Spinoza in the 
atheiſtical tendency, at — of his pe 
phical ſyſtem. 

I have ſaid thus much (though will 
lingly) of the 3 Author of this 
« Addreſs 
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« Addreſs to young Students,” that you may 


not be prepoſſeſſed in favour of a name, 
which ſtands enrolled (as that of an excel- 


lent experimental philoſopher) amidſt the moſt 


learned ſocieties of Europe and America ! 


I ſhall not enter into the merits of the f 


diſputed points to which theſe Letters al- 


Jude; nor, if I thought myſelf qualified, 


ſhould I think it neceſſary to defend the doc- 
trines of our church; that having been fo 
repeatedly performed by very able hands. 

I ſhall only obſerve, in regard to the di- 


vinity of our Saviour, (the great object of 
Dr. P—y's inveteracy) that there are ſo 


many texts, in the New Teſtament, which, 


in their moſt obvious ſenſe, evidently imply 
this doctrine, that it might, at leaſt, have 


eſcaped Dr. P—y's triumphant ridicule. 
He tells his friend Dr. Price, that Bis 


Logos is quite a diminutive little gentleman, 


in compariſon with Dr. Clarke's Logos; and 
rallies him unmercifully, on his prejudices, 
and his timidity, in not launching out boldly, 

into 


nto 


E 


into the wide ocean of heterodoxy, in defi- 
ance of conſequences, as he himſelf has 
done. | 


Let us ſuppoſe, however, on this parti- 


N cular, that the words in the firſt chapter of 
1 St. John, which have been always under- 


ſtood ſo fully to point out our Bleſſed Saviour 
by the term Logos, mean no more than the 
Almighty Fiat; or the command, by which 
God produced the light and the other won- 
ders of the Creation, as Dr. P—y ſome- 
where aſſerts, and let us tranſlate it accord- 
ingly, and ſee what ſenſe we can make of it. 

ce In the beginning was the Fiat; and the 
4 Fiat was with God; and the Fiat was 
6 God; &c. And the Fiat was made fleſh 
« and dwelt among us; and we beheld his 
« glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father; full of grace and truth.“ 


that is, ſays Dr. P—y, © God ſpake to man- 


* kind by Jeſus Chriſt.“ But if that is all 
which is meant by the words of this pomp- 
ous exordium ; and they do not mean what 


they 


41 


they evidently appear to mean, that Jeſus 


Chriſt, the ſubject of his goſpel, was a di- 


vine perſon, St. Fohn is a very extraordinary 


writer. 


Well; ſuppoſe they do: Dr. P—y will 


tell us, that Chriſt was called a divine per- 
ſon, as we call Plato or Socrates divine; to 
expreſs our ſenſe of their ſublime doctrines 
and uncommon virtues. Or, that in the 


figurative ſtyle of the Eaſtern languages, 
Magiſtrates and perſons inveſted with extra- 


ordinary power, are ſometimes ſtyled gods; 
or if this cannot be admitted in every paſſage 
that ſpeaks of Chriſt, he will boldly ſay, 
(as ſome of his friends have done) that the 
firſt chapter of St. John, and the firſt and 
ſecond chapters of St. Matthew and St. Luke, 
&c. were probably interpolated or foiſted in, 
for ſome purpoſe or other, by the Lord 


knows whom or when. For the ſacred text 


(every one knows) has been carefully and 


jealouſly watched, and regularly quoted as 
the word of God by different ſects, from 


the 


66 
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4 the very times of our Saviour and his Apoſ- 
tles to this day. 


In ſhort, Dr. P—y i is determined not to 


admit the divinity of Chriſt. He therefore, in 
ö the firſt place, endeavours to give a new and, 
often, unheard of, ſenſe to every text, that 
| makes againſt him : if he cannot do that to 
; his ſatisfaction, he pretends it is an interpo- 


and boldly ſtrikes it out. And thus, 


right or wrong, will make every thing ſub- 
mit to his arbitrary hypotheſis : as Crom 
4 well, when he was reſolved to make himſelf 
ö abſolute and an Unitarian, murdered the 
f King; turned out the Parliament; knocked 
| down the Levellers; and, by fraud or force; 
b by kicking or canting; made every one con- 
| tribute towards the accompliſhing his pur- 


pole. 
The primitive Fathers, in their diſputes 
with heretics (as I have ſomewhere read) 
firſt aſked them, whether they acknow- 
&« ledged the divine authority of the Holy 
5 Scriptures ;” if they did, 9 reaſoned 

| with 
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with them from thence; if they did not, 


there was an end of the diſpute, they had 1 
no further communication. with them. ö 

Dr. P- y calls himſelf a Chriſtian ; as a } 
follower of Pythagoras, I ſuppoſe, called f 
himſelf a Pythagorean. Pythagoras's ſcho- 1 
lars however paid a greater deference to their 0 
maſter than Dr. P—y does to his and - zp/e 
« dixit” the maſter has ſaid it” ſilenced all 1 
objections: they never diſputed about the b 
poſſibility of what he aſſerted, or ſuſpected y 
that he reaſoned mnconclufively.”” They were 1 


thankful for the inſtruction he gave them ; 
and humbly acquieſced. It has always been 


eſteemed as one principal advantage of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, that it gives us a cer- ; 


* 


tain and unerring rule of faith and 
Chriſt was ſaid to teach, „as one having 
% authority, and not as the Scribes.” © In 


« this ſenſe (at leaſt) he ſpake as never man 


% ſpake.” But if we take away the inſpira- 
tion or divine authority of the Scripture, So- 


crates and Tully have ſpoken full as well, in 
| many 


OT 
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| many reſpects. And Xenophon's Memorabilia 


or Tully's' Offices, and other philoſophical 
works, may be put upon a level, with the 


|] Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Though I am convinced, that the church 


of England approaches as near at leaſt as any 


other church to the primitive doctrines, yet 
I am no bigot, Charles, to what is called 
orthodoxy : and confeſs, that when I was a 
young man, I was inclined to think very 
freely upon theſe ſubjects : and was a little 
ſtaggered, particularly at the doctrine of the 
Trinity. But, the more I enquired into this 
myſterious affair, the more I was convinced, 
that it was revealed in the Holy Scriptures, 
The text which firſt ſtruck me moſt pow- 
erfully, and which I think deciſive, and an 


unanſwerable proof of our Saviour's divinity, 


is that well known text, in the ninth chapter 
of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans; where 
enumerating the many peculiar privileges of 
the Mraelites, he crowns them all with ob- 

ſerving, 


: 
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ſerving, that of them, concerning the fe/h, 
« Chriſt came, who (according to his divine 
© nature) is over all, God bleſſed for ever. 
Amen.“ 

* And when our Saviour deſires to be glo- 
« rified, with the glory which he had with 
«© God, before the world began, (John xvii. 
5.) And when it is ſaid, (PHil. ii. 6.) that 
« although he was in the form of God, and 
equal with God; yet he humbled him 
« ſelf; and was made in the likeneſs of 
% men.” If theſe words do not demoliſh 
the Socinian ſyſtem, and imply, that Jeſus 
Chriſt was ſomething more than mere man, 
and had an exiſtence before he was born of 


the Virgin Mary; we can depend upon no 


written teſtimony, in any caſe, whatſoever. 
I did not intend to have entered, even thus 
far, into the merits of this controverſy ; but 
as I have diſſuaded you from meddling with 
theſe ſpeculative opinions at preſent; I have 
juſt pointed out to you theſe few plain texts; 
to convince you, that the Scriptures are not 


ſo 
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1 
ſo decidedly in his favour, as Dr. P—y's in- 
ſulting air might perhaps incline you to 
— | 
As Dr. P—y has appropriated to himſelf 
and his followers, the title of Unitarians, he 


ve Ma. N 


charitably ſuppoſes, that we, whom he calls 
Trinitarians, worſhip three Gods. But ſurely, 
without incurring ſuch an imputation, we 
may ſay, what the Scripture evidently im- 
plies, that in the divine nature or eſſence, 


there is a threefold diſtinction. That it is 


above our comprehenſion, is no more an ob- 
jection, than it is to God's having exiſted 
from all eternity; though no finite under- 
ſtanding can comprehend the manner of ſuch 

exiſtence, = | 
As for the practical uſes of the doctrine, 
which we contend for, and which Dr. P—y 
thinks ſo unfriendly to true piety ; when we 
addreſs the divine Being, not only as the 
Creator of the Univerſe, but, as he has re- 
vealed himſelf, in the amiable character of 
a Redeemer ; and as a friend that knows our 
1 infirmities, 


En 
infirmities, and afliſts us by his Holy Spirit 


in performing his will; we have certainly a 


more determinate and more interęſting object 


of worſhip, than Dr. P—y's Unitarian me- 
chanics ; who are taught to “ worſhip they 
c know not what; a cold, abſtracted, phi- 


ce loſophical idea; which they can neither 


« love or fear. They are loſt in the im- 
« menſity of the divine nature; the imagi- 
ee nation ranges through the boundleſs regi- 
« ons of empty ſpace ; and finds nothing to 


c 


intereſt the heart or engage the affections.“ 
We are commanded, *©* to honour the Son, 
«* as we honour the Father,” which we may 
certainly do, without being guilty of ido- 
latry ; as we believe him to be co-eternal and 
co-equal with the Father. And, as even Dr. 


_ Clarke himſelf allows, that the Son partakes 


of all the attributes of divinity, except ſelf- 
origination. * 


* Dr. Price alſo aſſerts, That from his miraculous con- 
« ception, and his coming down from heaven; from his im- 
% maculate character, and unparralled wiſdom ; from the effi- 

| cc cacy 
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But then, as the great Biſhop Sherlock ob- 
ſerves, ©* the honour paid to Chriſt is ulti- 
te mately referred to God the Father; who 
„ has exalted him to the Glory, which he 
ee had with the Father before the worlds 
« were made; and given him to be head 
« over all principalities and powers; even 
e to the conſummation of all things.” * 

But to return to the principal intention of 
this Letter which was to ſatisfy any ſcruples 
which may have been raiſed in your mind 
by Dr. P—y's « Addreſs to Young Stu- 
ce dents.” 

As I have endeavoured, my Son, to breed 
you up in the principles of, what I verily be- 
lieve to be, the true religion, you are con- 
vinced, I hope, that“ inſtead of a fiſh, I would 
e not give you a ſerpent ;” or inſtead of the 
© cacy aſcribed to his death, and from his reſurrection; and his 
being appointed to judge the world; from theſe and other 
5 honours aſcribed to Chriſt in the Scriptures, we may ſafely 


*« conclude, he ſays, that he was of a ſuperior order to man.“ 
Sermon on the Chriſt. Doctrine, &c. 


# Sherlock's Diſcourſes, Vol. IV. Diſc. I. Part 4. 
B 2 truth, 
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truth, endeavour to inſtil into your youthful 


mind the poiſon of ſuperſtition and error. 
I made you read over the Articles of our 


church, which were drawn up by ſome of 
te the beſt and wiſeſt men in the Chriſtian 


e world.” If ſome things appear abſtruſe 


in thoſe articles, a /atitude ſeems to be al- 
lowed us by that general clauſe in the Article 
on Predeſtination ; * we mult receive God's 


64 promiſes in ſuch wiſe, as they be generally 


« ſet forth to us in Holy Scripture, and ex- 


* preſily declared to us in the word of God.” 


(Art. 17.) 


But as you ſeemed to have no objection 
to the principal Articles, the ſenſe of which 
is obvious to the meaneſt capacity; you 
ought, in thoſe points, which are leſs clear, 
to ſubmit, as you have done, to the united 
judgment of thoſe learned men, who, in 
the ſeveral ages of the church, have made 
the Scriptures the ſtudy of their whole lives. 

You are admitted into a ſociety, where you 


hope to receive inſtruction and improve- 


ment. 


me 
rel 


an 
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ment. They have embraced the eſtabliſhed 


religion of their country; which all good 


and wiſe men,. in every age, have thought 
it their duty to comply with; and the Univer- 
ſity expects the ſame from the young people 


placed under their care. Any religious teſt, 


at their admiſſion, might be thought unne- 
ceſſary; but you only ſubſcribe to the Ar- 
ticles, as a Layman ; and as terms of peace 
and communion. For what confuſion muſt 
be the conſequence, if ſo many young peo- 
ple of different religious perſuaſions; Papiſts 
and Preſbyterians; Baptiſts and Independents; 
Methodifts and Moravians ; if ſo many dif- 


ferent Sectaries, who are generally taught 


to maintain their peculiar opinions with 
zeal and obſtinacy, were jumbled together 
in one ſociety ; and to have ſeparate places 
of worſhip; ſuch a diſcordant multitude, in 


the heat of youth, would probably not long 


be confined to cool reaſoning ; but ſupport 


their opinions, by the ſtrength of their arms, 
rather than by that of their arguments. And 
4 ſonite 
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ee ſite each other with the fiſt of wicked- 


e neſs,” as they would reciprocally term the 
reſiſtance of their Adverſaries. 


In ſhort, my dear Charles, you have acted 
in obedience to your Father in ſubſcribing 


the Articles; as, unleſs you ſaw manifeſt 
and important reaſons to the contrary, it was 
your duty to do: if you live a ſober, diligent 
and religious life, I truſt, you will never be 


called to an account for embracing ſpecula- 
tive opinions which have been held, with 
little variation, in the fame ſenſe, by the 


greateſt and beſt men for ſeventeen hundred 
years ; as the doctrines of the goſpel. 
But buſy men, under a pretence of con- 


ſcience or a zeal for liberty, are perpetually 


diſturbing the peace of Society ; and com- 


plaining of perſecution, in an age, when ” 


every man writes and publiſhes, with im- 
punity, whatever his fancy ſuggeſts or his 
reſentment dictates. Deiſm is openly de- 


fended in a Chriſtian country; and repub- 


lican principles boldly propagated under a 


monarchial 


(23-1 
monarchial government. The act of Tole- 
ration was formerly eſteemed a great acqui- 


fition, by thoſe that diſſented from the eſta- 


bliſhed church: the ſlighteſt teſt is now ex- 
claimed againſt as an intolerable hardſhip 
and a violation of the natural rights of man- 
kind. And though we have ſo lately expe- 
rienced the fatal effects of a licentious mob, 
ſpirited up, under pretence of zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion, to commit the moſt hor- 
rid outrage, yet theſe advocates for liberty 
have not been aſhamed to plead the cauſe of 


wretches under ſentence of death for their 


crimes, and would perſuade them that the 
laws which condemned them were arbitrary 
and unjuſt, EE, | 
This, it will be ſaid, is nothing to the 
preſent purpoſe. Bat thoſe reſtleſs ſpirits, 
who ſo boldly propagate their own pri- 
vate opinions, in oppoſition to our eccleſiaſ- 
tical eſtabliſhment, proceed upon princi- 


_ ples, which have a tendency to undermine 
the foundations of all government. Nola 


c ſoditigſam 


has ( 24 ) 


es ſeditigſam veritatem, ſaid the wiſe and 


« learned Eraſmus. He would have thought 
« jt better to acquieſce in a few flight ſpe- 
e culative errors, than to diſturb the peace 
« of Society by Nn even the truth 
4 in a ſeditious manner.“ | 

I will conclude this letter with the advice 
of Solomon. : 

ce My Son, fear thou the Lord and the 
ce King ; and meddle not with them that are 
bs £ to change.” 


p rom your affectionate Father, 


* *% % „ 


